EVOLUTION OF THE Umbilicaria crustulosa SPECIES COMPLEX – AN INTEGRATIVE TAXONOMY APPROACH
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A widespread in Europe, common and locally abundant taxon of lichen-forming fungi (the Umbilicaria crustulosa complex) consists of three species that are separated by morphology, secondary chemistry, molecular markers, and ecological niche preference. The taxon can serve as a model to study morphological and chemical evolution, as well as climate adaptation.

